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the Lex Aebutia, according to this view, simply permitted the city 
praetor to hear informal pleadings and to send to the iudices such 
formulas as had long been used in the peregrine courts. 

It is to be hoped that these studies will stimulate, in the United 
States, the study of Roman public law. In the government of the 
Roman Empire Mr. Bryce has found lessons useful to a British 
statesman. In the politics and public law of the last two centuries 
of the Roman Republic there is much that might be made useful 

Munroe Smith. 

Les republiques parlementaires. Par Albert Soubies et Ernest 
Carette. Paris, Ernest Flammarion, 1902. — viii, 195 pp. 

As parliamentary republics this book designates France in Europe 
and Hayti, Santo Domingo, Venezuela and Chili in America. This 
classification is quite correct. The other European republic, Switzer- 
land, is properly excluded from the category of parliamentary govern- 
ments ; but the reason given for it is not very clear. It is held that, 
the people themselves exercising a part of the functions of the gov- 
ernment or of the assemblies, the system cannot be parliamentary, 
but is rkpublicain dkmocratique. But on the other hand we have the 
fact that, in the first place, in the Swiss national government 
the people do not exercise the functions of the government, or of 
the assemblies, except in the form of an occasional referendum; 
and in the second place, if they did, it is difficult to see why that 
relation between legislative and executive which determines the 
parliamentary character might not exist. 

This book appears to hold that the rigime ripublicain parlemen- 
taire requires two things : first, that the people should exercise their 
powers through delegates; and, second, that the executive and the 
legislature should be harmonized (solidarisks) by means of a ministry. 
Without the first the system would be democratic instead of 
republican, and without the second it would be presidential instead 
of parliamentary. Taking this definition or description of the regime 
ripublicain parlementaire as correct, it is not easy to understand why 
Switzerland should not be excluded from the category of parliamen- 
tary republics on account of failing in the second requirement rather 
than in the first. It does not seem that the occasional reference of 
a legislative act to the voters, in accordance with a popular demand, 
is sufficient to make a system democratic instead of republican in the 
sense in which these two words are used in this book, or in any other 
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sense. Soubies and Carette do not seem to have thought of consider- 
ing the Swiss system from the point of view of the second require- 
ment, and so they have dodged some very interesting questions, viz., 
the questions of the character of the Swiss Directory and of the 
distinction between it and a ministry. 

I refer to this weakness in the book with so much particularity 
because it reveals the character of the whole treatise. It is simply 
a compilation of the constitutional provisions and practices of the 
French Republic and a comparison of these with those of four other 
unimportant or less important states. In this the book has a certain 
value which must not be denied or ignored, but the reader must not 
expect to find political theory advanced in the slightest degree in the 
work, though the title would certainly justify such an expectation. 

John W. Burgess. 

Colonial Government. An introduction to the study of colonial 
institutions. By Paul S. Reinsch. New York, The Macmillan 
Company, 1902. — x, 386 pp. 

British Rule and Jurisdiction beyond the Seas. By the late Sir 
Henry Jenkyns, K.C.B., with a preface by Sir Courtenay Ilbert, 
K.C.S.I. Oxford, at the Clarendon Press, 1902. — xxiii, 300 pp. 

Dix ann/es de politique coloniale. By J. Chailley-Bert. Paris, 
Librairie Armand Colin, 1902. — 171 pp. 

These books, written in three different countries, are all calculated 
to throw much light upon the most pressing of the problems confront- 
ing our national government at the present time, viz., the government 
of dependencies. Mr. Reinsch's book is professedly written with 
the purpose of reviewing " the modes of action and the institutions 
by which other nations have been for a long time attempting with 
varying results to solve similar problems." Mr. Reinsch believes 
it is " not safe to apply the precedents of American national devel- 
opment without careful selection " to the questions arising out of 
our recent territorial expansion. M. Chailley-Bert's work is largely 
devoted to exposing the mistakes committed by France in her recent 
colonial policy, while Sir Henry Jenkyns's book appears to have been 
written merely with the idea of giving a succinct and easily compre- 
hended description of the methods which Great Britain is now using 
for the government of her vast empire. 

Probably the last book, though the least interesting of the three 
under review, is the most valuable. For short as it is it contains 



